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The Miracle of the L6th September, UST7T, at Lourdes.  Traw- 
lated from the Krenel of AL Peart Lasserre. hy A du. 
(Dublin: MOE. Gib & Son. Lage.) 


Wrae in net fer ML. Lassarre’s name, this tithe page would nor pre 
pee as iv find here so lively and cutertainiug a Htele work. Bur 
yard Daasseren is new widely Knows, even outsidy Frauec. as one of thy: 
Moat viewrony quid mteresting of French writers, OY dade years be 
secre fu diise devetee lia literary talents to iu: servies ef Our 1 
of Lourdes. liayhu aa hear altar ininy offerings, Frown [iis tanyaeifis 
illesereted luli on the histary of the devotion, to miature tine 
the presciét whieh cliroauteles one of the: recent niracles. ‘Mle cine 
statees pruerding aad attending i are very striking, ancl are chariuingiy 
nacrabad, with @ pvace of style of which yery bittl is dost in the preeuss 
oF tanslation. ‘The account of the date Curd of Lourdos, M, teyrauale, 
is extremely edifying. 
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“FE cormmit my soul to the merey of God, through one Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ; aud I exhort ny dear children humbly to try to 
guide thenselves by the teaching of the New ‘Testament, in its broad 
spirit, and to put mo faith im any snan'’s construction of its letter here 
ol a from the Will of Chartes Pickors, dated May 12th, 
1869, 


yr the many dangers which have assailed the Church of 
Christ during the long centuries of her existence, not 
one, perhaps, has been more Tusisbous in its action, or more 
fruitful of disastrous conscquences, than the pet Leresy of 
our own times, Which, for want of i more expressive name, 
I must term Lutitudinurian Christianity. For, the greit 
heresies of the pust, mostly, stood out in their trne colours, 
so that they might be easily identified, and could not mis 
lead any, saye such as deliberately embraced them; while, 
on the other land, this darling: error of the nineteenth 
century) assumes a falsc charactor, volves itself ag an angel 
of ight, and, wuter the allartug mask of universal charity 
aud benevolence, deceives oven the very best natares, 
gmridually, but most eltuctively Juadiug them to alwelnte 
indifference townrids all positive forme of religions belict. 
the main doctrine of this system is faindy set faeth in 
the extract From the Will of Charkes Dickens, whieh heads 
this paper, umd its spit breatles in every page written by 


Py this we do not mean toassert that the systum of which we write 
has sprang up, for the first time, within Ee presert century > we merely 
‘wiah to drow attention to the fact that the aineteenth ceutury hag 
” adopted it ina very speelul manner, waicd propagated it Lo an extent pro. 


_ viously unknowi. 
you. 1. I 


t22 Latitudiuarion Chitstiauty. 
that most chamuine and poplar author whose wurks ce 
otherwise, su justiv entitled te the higliest i 
lis adherents Lalivnantiy repute Fhe stapler vt 
eric ts indifferentisea in the wrest sense at that teri ail 
Tisist On the necessity of professing: sere posttiy c bern a 
rebgians Deltet, Near will they even pict 
ono foofiig of abesotuée equality. Thee wilh nes carrie 
that it iy a witter of inclitiarenee whether ane & Huw Mose, 
ar Contes, ar Chast, Tues will net. 
with thu: poe-Porkist: cya res of dhe Ktreclisth Press soit: hye 
yous neo, spoak alfuetionateby af thee triplire eviews af 
Mahone ia Sa subline fore of Uniterinntei. clita te 
thu vesprek of allied. Nor the professes cf Fart ttarelapaiti 
Christianity witl have none of this. ‘Thos PFE TEL Ue thatthe 
quests osulvadton df fs necessary ty bet Christian: Laut ilus 
they inferpret to en nothing more then vssrnt tes 
general bedies ia Christ, waitud to the praclice ef titasy ranrst 
prevepts ot the New Tustament which affect the rektlinntis 
of man towards sectety—foremost among. these Tietz 
reckoued the practice Gt mniversal benevelene. To all 
who hold fast hy these two poiuts, they wed allaw dhe 
must perfect freedom in accepting or ropueting: particnlay 
tenets or asticlos of faith, provided always that snel tuners 
be not pushed so far as to exclude trom the terns of selva- 
tion Christians of whatsoover denomination, whe prutess a 
general beliefin the Redamption. ‘f*or,? sv they, stiee 
Charity is the vivifying principle of Chyistiamity, Te bs Tpit 
sihia to regard as tru: Christians those who rete Te hold 
commanion with sich as differ from then merely ba sine 
particular points of beliet.” , 

: fe does not require very deep penetration to sve thai. 
this system, if varnied to its full Jogieal development, mnt. 
eventually luad to utter infidelity ; and, indeed, so Gita is 
the partition which divides thera, that we may, without the 
toast auftimces, put into the wouth of a Latitudiavan 
Chiristiat the doctrine lnid down in @ recent amiihber af a 
hawhig Wuglish periochend, by a weiter of the Pusitivist 
school —* } Ne progress oF theology has not cousieted in the 
intedlectucl discovery Of abjective theotogicad tanith: buat, si 
to apathy, in the emotion discovery of subjectice abiivinil 

fteutii, in rhe new aawakerniie, age by age, oftvesh individual 
response to thie laws of social followship.”! 

That such a system should commend itself to Protestants 


cae ndal 


afk such fans 


gn owas tr Gustitut 


1 See Lhe Niuetcenth Century, December, 1879, p. 1018. 
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ig nowise Murpriking, since it is but the natural grawth of 


theit doctrine af Private Judgment; ht that any Catholics 


-era-be fond so ignaraut, or so reedluss of the feachinos 


“+ drawing-room, 


of théiy faith, as to show if even the paor comtusy of tolu- 
ration, seems almost to surpass belick Yet, unfortnnately, 
the subtle poison has become so widely diffused, that wo 
uot unfrequently Gnd the forwurly of this cater) quater with 
approval even by wrey -Cathohes, of hefiere” siys out, 
‘that all religions ure equally gand in the sight of tod, sa teng 
ax a ren, Lives welt? E respeet alk religions alikes is the 
senscleea prattle of another, whe fancies he but gives 
expression ta a fing, liberal sentiment, which canner fil 
to win-vespect for binwself)  "Phese furmmualar are: ta Aye et. 
“with every day in the pages of our Cuyrent Wevature, hy the 
utterances Gf our public men, and ia the hread-shouts of the 
pemy Press which brings then under the notion of the 
milion. “They penetrate even into the sanctmary of our 
“Cutholic honws, and find harmonious expression dn the 
where sympathy and applause greet the 
mandlin aentiment of a well-known melody of Moore, in 
Which wei are invited to— 


leave points of belief 
Yo simpleton sages and wasaniag fools. 


We may be told, indved, that, in the case of Catholics 
at least, this is but mere cat-—nothing: more than a sheht 
fommal homage paid to the fashionable ophions of the 
hour, Even though it were nothing yore thin this, i 
would etil he a sulficiently alarming evil; bet, unforb 
nately, it ts onc of the common results af cant dat, by dint 
of- répotition, it at Length weqnires & real and powerful 
‘jnfluence over the mind. Foreed at an eurly age upon the 
attention of many Catholies who affect the reputation of 
. being aunsidered Wheral and large-inded, fie cloctriue of 
Latitudinarian Christinuity Gnas its practical development 
in their lives. ‘The huws of the Church regarding fast and 
abetinence are gmadually relaxing thet holt on very meay 
belonging to the matte aud apper classes, lay fron 
abhorvitig wixed marhiges, wot a Tw Treve uonie te ruearet 
them with feelings ith: short af approval, and satnhow 
consider thom sespectatte. A stvietly Catholic education is 
supposed by many to make youths bigoted, narrow-Hithcled, 
~ and iberal : and, iv consequence, mised, or purely secular 
séhools are froely patronized. Th a word, moa teddred 
other points we nuss the healthy tune of Catholic feeling, 


124 Fativalinarion Christionitu. 


and the sturdy expression of Catholic views which 9 
honorably distingutshed ony fathvrs,  PTiese re evils 
whieh it is impossifte to ignere, mul the Aecidted tendeny 
of eur times iste deyvclep rather than ta check their grees, 

Mv object in the present paper jx to timaask this idol ul 
the meders world, which Protestants devoutly worship.v 
to which many weak-wimded or iucliferent Cait hedies bier, 
at the least, fhe homage of external respect. Te oiled this | 


propose fo shaw that the systencof Lasitudiarian { “Tvtettattty 
ts utterly opposed (a) to dhe teaching of Seripdare, and if 
at the carky Christian Mathers, as well as (e) te ihe clientes 
of common sens Poa future muinber Po shall expese te: 
fitlacy al the plows which its supparters pau frwared in ils 
definiec, and shall glances af dhe conseineness whick ie 
follow in the moral order from the ciffiision of the peraiauus 
principles of Latitudinarian Christianity. 

lL. hat onr Divine Redeemer established seme church— 
some living, organised body to which He eoumitted the 


entire deposit of His doctrine, that the sane inigghit contlune 
to bu tanght to mon thronghout all ages and qations, 18 it 
truth which will be disputed by no one who clavus the tithe 
of Chystian. he entire question, then, narrows ifself to 
this: Did Christ leave it optional with men to adopt some 
and reject some other of His doctrines, as the Latilnd ates 
pretend? The pages of the New ‘Pestamentt, which sie 
adversaries prufess fo revere, shall determine this questen 
in a mapnor which can leave ne roan for donbt thick it 1 
dapenedineg On men, under guetane of evchusion prom the teria of 
valration, ta accept not some merely, but ef? the doctrus 
which Christ has confided to His Chrrch. 

Tn the hist chapter of the Gospel according te St. Mark. 
we read that the Recdcemer, after His Resrrrection, appeuret 
tu tlis Apostles, and gave them this injanetion: «Cro ye inte 
the whole world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth anc is haptized shal he saved: hut Je 
that helivveth not shall he candenned.” Botief in the Gospel 
of Christ, then, fe nucessary fer gabvation ; uor ix die extent 
ey ananner of dhis belief ta be regulated by the private 
judgment of cach individaat, bat it unist be in strict cop- 
furmity wilh the teaching of the Apostles. So that the 
Ciogpel is to be belivwel as expomded by the divinely cam- 
nisstoned teachers ot the Christian flock, and not otherwise. 

Conformalty with this doctrine, wo find the Apastles 
inveighing in the strongest terms against the early heroties, 
who hy their novel doctrines disturbed the peace'of the vet 
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infant Church ; though, be it remarked, if the hypothesis ot 

the Latitudiuariang—that every one is free tu shape luis 
onn faith—overe true, vo one contd with reason gir peste’ 
he branded us a@ heretic. St. Peter cafls heretics “* (yo 
tearhers, who shall bring im sects of perdition : wad deny 
the Lard who bought then: bringing pou themsadees seefe 
destruction’? St. daute denounves them as © wandering stay 
to whom the storm of darkuess Is reserverdt for over 

St. dolhmin many places calls thom uuich sists, anil seduces, 


_ and, therefore, cautioning hiv disciples against then, Via SLY Ss 


* Lack to yourselves that you Jose not the whines which 
you have wrought; but Una you may receive a fidl vvewaae he 
Whoever revolieth, aud coutinachh not in the doctrine “ 
Christ, hath not God. He that comtinueth i the doctrine, 
the same hath both the Father aud) the Sem TF any aan 
come te you and bring not this doctrine, receive hin not 
into the house, nor say to bin Goi speed you; for be thiaut. 
saith unto him God speed you, commmuncateth with his 
wicked works.”™ How widely does (he doctrine of the 
Apostle of Patmos differ from that of the Latitucinariaus, 
who would * respect all religions,” and make them * capual 
in the sight of God!” 
~ St Paul is equally explicit. on this pot. He (lows not 
hesitate to class heresy with murder and adultery (Galat. ¥. 
¥0,21). Ta his Bpistle to the Rumans he thie solemnly 
addresses then. “now TP beseach yeu, brethern, to uark 
them who make dissardong and offonees contrmy to the 
- doctrines whieh yon have Jearut, and te avoid them,”$ 


Furthermore, writhig to the Galatians, be tales this iost. 


anphatic general pronouncement, * Thongh an angel from 
Heaven preach a Gospel {o you besides that which we have 
“preached to you, let hin be anathoma.7 Nov did the great 
apostle confine sich demnuciations to those only wha erred 
on mary points of doctrine: he regarded as a heretic 
“whosoever erred erin on a singée poids hus (L Cov. sv.) 
he inveighy against Ccriuthns, whe merely denied the vesur- 
rection of the body. And, again, he thus writes to Phnothy 
oof soe who held erroneois opinions on the same subject: 
“Their spocch spreatcth dike a canker: of who arc 
Hymenous and Philctus; who have erred from the truth, 
: saying that the resurrection is past alryady, aud have 
1 Peter, it. 1. 
* Jude, i. 13. 
91 John, it. 18, 19, et altbi, 
#2 Sohn, 7. 


52 John, $-1L. 
6 Romans, xvi. 17, 
7 ral, i. & 


op J , 7 7 Pat ‘ 
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subverted the faith of some”! Our adversaries wonhicin 
doubt, think the question of eiteameision al irik . 
naportance, on which each one might roasmably he jee 1 
follow Ins own views; yut this is hw St. Pand writes uf tt: 
the Galatians : * Behold, £ Pant ted] ot, thet if Ngie oh pike 
cumeiscd, Christ shell Preft uow nothing” tUsidat ov th 
Clearly, the Apostle of the Gentiles did tat share the hel 
of the Lattindinarians, who pretend that a qgevered taith ir 
Christ is sufficient to ensure snivation in the New Law. 
matter how widely mon aqaey differ on othar petits ef 
doctrine. : 

IT. But let sts, furthermore, glance al the {oie hiner ot the 
early Christian Charch upot this question, det us sue lun 
thro who were bustracted by the Apostles thermsutves, atal 
ly their Namecliate KIIGGeSsars, understand the extent of the 
helict required from a professing Christian, to ipclide hin 
within the terms of salvation, We van have no suver gules, 
For, as Trenaeus observes, if the Apostles had not deft us 
the Scriptures, should we not follow the order af tradition 
which they handed down to those who suceceded thera in 
the government of their Churches ;* and as St. Angustine 
directs, we should sock to discover what Christ: has taught, 
ju @ special manner from those by whose authority we lutve 
been moved to believe that he has tanght at. all 

Ignatius the Martyr, Polycarp, and Justin, ave venerabli: 
names, which Carry Us back to the dawn of Christianity, 
Let us seo how they regarded the Latitudinarian system, ip 
which, ag has heen already observed, no one can he justly 
branded as a heretic, so long as he professes a& generat helief 
in Christ, all other dogmas being left open to acceptance or 
rejection, according to the dictates of cach one's private 
judguient. 

Now, St. lenatius the Martyr, whe flourished in the first 
century, excludes from the terms of salvation not only 
herctics, but even schismatics, fur he writes in one of his 
epistles, “Do not err my bretherm: if auy one follows a 
schisnxitie, he does not inherit the Kingdem of God 3 ant 


19 ‘Tim. it, LF, 18. 

as Quid ante si neque apostoli quidem Soriptoras reliquissent 
nobis, noune aportebat oediuer seul teadittanis, quam tradidetunt iia, 
quibus committebant eoclosias 2" (Ceuta haeres., hb, iii, uap. iv., u. 1). 

a Cur non apud eos potissinum <diligentissine requirar, quid 
Christus praeceperit, quorum auctoritate commotus Christum aliquid 
praecepisae jam eredidi” (de Otilitate Gredendi, cap. xiv.) 

+ Ep. ad Philadelph., cap. ti. 


Lotitudinarian Christianity. 


in another letter, speaking of the heretics of us time. 
he does not hesitate ta call them, * wild beasts i haat 
form? (@ypia avtpwregopepa yi, 7 
Of the venwable Polycarp, Euschius relates that #0 
great was his hover of heretics, that whenever be chanced 
to hear anyone advancing a doetying opposed te the tone hin 
of the Clharech, he uscd to stop his cars. and fly from the. 
spot exclaiming, Crood Cod} upon whit fines hast thon 
permitted inc to fall, thact, { should how seach things. a This 
would purely have been a siraige Course of action du the 
hypothesis of tho Tatitudinarians. . 
St Justin, after meutioning by nanie. several heretical 
seots which were in existance in Wis Hines, cals their amen 
ers atheists, fulse Chrixts and false stposttes he camipares 
them to the false prophets among the Jews, and says that 
their teachings were inspired by the Devil! And yet 
we know that all those sects, of which he speaks thus 
harshly, not emly held. a gencral behct in Christ and the 
Redemption, but. did not err altogether on more than one or 
two paints of Catholic faith. 
it wonld he easy to multiply such quotations fram the 
works of the easly Fathers, but to do so wonld be not only 
weatgome but entirely swperfiuoust For, if the system 
of the atitudinariangs were tra, the entire history of the 
early chareh world bocome an inexpheable riddle. Ut would 
be inposaible to agsion a siffeient reasau why BO my 
councils were asnenbled to define the articles of beliel, why 
80 Taany prolonged discnssions were held even on single 
words which were considered tests of orthodoxy, why 80 
many anathemas were hurled against those who held 
epunons coudemned Wy the church, if it were lawtal tor 
cach one who professed a qenerad belief in. Christ, to accept 
or repudiate other purtionlar tenets, uuder the enidance of 
his own individual judgment. Before concluding this por- 
tion of my paper, however, L shall trouble tho reader with, 
yet three extracts, which must carry with thom partewlar 
weight in this controversy—the first fwo, Tamuuch aK 
they are from the pers af men whem Protestants do Gspa- 
cially delight to honour; the last, becasise it is Bo suignlarly 


1 Ep. ad Smyrn., cap. iv, 
? Buseb.. lib. v., cap. 26. 
Sad tod deubdpduv mvedparos SiaBdrou cpAladdAdpeva tuis Biavolars 
abrav cSidatay, kal Baoxouse pexpe viv; (Dial. cme 'Tryph. 2. 82.5 
*For more copious extracts from the Fathers on this subject, the 


reader ray consult Nicole “ Linité de ]'Eglise,* liv. i, eh. vi. 
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apposite that it would seent te have been expressly dipegil 
against the Datiladmariaa system. 

Indus worl on the Unity od the Chachi St Cyprian hashes 
us these two renarkablo senfuices i whiosaever hams 
the church cleaves fo an aduléress. fs eat of frac the presen 
of Christ” anit clewhere, sit tf were | isstbifis fap ky aa 
to cseape thet wis nat ty fhe ark of Nandi it shel liivis 
Loe possibile fioow driver tus CSOT PH awh is tof fs tine elireke 

Writiug fo Donatus, Sé Atgustine dues aaut diesitie bh 
oniptos thie followed most canpbuadic Tangcoitge 8 Ridne ent 
of thee qerke of thre: edicts, separated Hravrea ids qaeity seid bun! 
af chiarity, fhe veniutedat nod eNeergie tferpecdueeticnne, Alrvuingse ih 

sMorndedst ta brevet shire for COM PERSIE thee geen sate ye Chew i 

We cannot coteciye st rongcer Ena grtin ue third this: amd vei 

Danuirt ns WHS, like Anunstine, nek unty at (fivistiai, bn a 

Bishop, believing cquadly with hing erexg loge af the 

Christian Raith, and erring oniy mo thet de Lietel sscptratedl 

hiueclt From the Conmiusnien of the Mairhtul. 

Phe last authority when Psled! gatote is St fulgcrties 
who exprossiy shites that boief in Chest, even though ite) 
to benevolence in thar duyhest degrve, ancl withessed eve 
by martyrdom, will nat aviul to: sabeation without coun 
maunion with the chureh. «Neither Baptism,” he writes. 
* yor biberat ahres, DOV death itself fir the professian of Christ 
ear avail aman anything in order to salvation, H he dors 
not bold the unity of de Cuthohe Church." 

TE Passing: frou: the inspired writings aed the thers 
a the Chivch, let ny next try the doctrine of Latitadinaian 
Christianity at the bar of earemoan sense, 

IPwo glance at the Professions of Fuith pat forward hy 


the countless sects which arragate to thermsel ves the title of 


Christin, We Cater dail to observe that. they aiunciate con 
tradictary ductrines, Now, since truth ts ene in tts very 
essenee, 16 ts an undisputed aad incfisprtidle preaciple thiti 
voutradictory statements cannot eqnatly be frac  Whea, 
therctore, the Luatthaciuarian asserts that “af redieinns are 
remerded with equal tavoar bu Cod” he wascrts, in other frame, 
that teeth anil perfecheud are equity aceeptable with the Mcst 
High—a bhusphoniy fom whieb every Christa: nunst shritk 
with hovrar, We cannot, then, be at herty ta omirace 
indifiercntly auy one of these opposite religious, but are 
bonnd, Hin doubt, éo employ every Tacans in our power te 
distinguish the trae from the false. 


* Ep. 204 ad Donat. ? Ad Petrum Diaconua, cap. 89. 
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Again, we would ask the Latiitinanians by what mht 
do they enforee the neceasity of Jeliet m the Divuuty ol 
Christ and the Redemption, while Inevimg every one fre to 
think as he pleases on other points of doctrine Surety the 
New Testament affords ue warrant for this arntrary listing 
tion, "The clearest protousccnient contained ba those 
imapired pages on the Divinity of Christ, ix, perhaps, the 
awaze Cohn x. BG) where fle Tinsel! says,” Liu the 
Pather are one.” Butthe Catholic doctrine un the Enchavist 
ispropounded in oquatly clear, and, all atresitant and antec 
deut clreumsiances considered, i perhaps cleaver Feri, 
when the ane Christ sid at dhe last Sapper. Phis as My 
Body” [fit be free, then, to a Protestant fo reqeet “Pron 
snbistantiation, why may nota Unitarise.eqiedly UsareLsi ngs 
his vight of private judgment, reject the doctrine af th: 
Divinity of owr Lord! Tt js evident, therctore, that the 
principle of Latitudinarianism, if pushed to itr Joutead due 
velopment, must destroy all religtou, a result which was 
foreseen Many ages ago by Vinceut of Leries: 
Kinally, the principles of the Latihutinarians wre dircethy 
at vavianes even with the very instincts of lmmanity, * 
respect vill religions” says the Latitwdinarian. Do we find 
this principle of toleration extensled to contradictory teach= 
ines anywhere else in the world outside the domains of 
religion? Does My. Ciladstouc. for example, respect thee: 
political views of Lord Beaconsitdld, oqnalty with his own ? 
Do the alvouates of Meee Prade respect the dootriuss of the 
Protectionists? Who ever found a distinguished nthe 
tivian, or philusopher respecting an opinion of the fatschood 
of whieh be was convineud ? ‘The heman mind instinctively 
vecails from sneh respect: for it refuses to dethrone iteelt, 
by proclaiming the equality of falsehood with truth, And 
why, we ask, will men he less bue to the instinets of their 
nature when religion—the most vital of all cquestiaiis-—As 
concerned? By all queans Jef os respect ven who oon- 
dientiously disagree with us in imatters of belief ; but, while 
doin this, it would be a forfuiiire of our clatin ta rank as 


V4 Abdicsta qualibet parte Catholics dlogmiatis, adie quroqut, atsyue 
item alia, ac dcincups alia atque: alin, jain qgiaesd ex more Ct licita ablwbina- 
buntur, Porro sutem sitwoulitim partihns repndratis, ymid alind ad 
extremum sequetir, nist ul tohum parities repudietar 7°" ¢ Vincent 
Lirinensis comimoniter. adv. haereses, cap. xx). “Vhe attenrpts recently 
made in the Protestant Synod in Dublin, to retnove from the liturgy of 
the sui diaaat * Church of breland” the Athanasian Creed, which contains the 
Very groundwork of Christianity, afford an interesting aud significant 


commentary on the foregoing passage. 


AY. 
Naw eau? Then. 
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rational beings, were we, throngh some fooling of ener! 


rentunentirltem, ta declare that we Pexpuctud a ove 
which we know ta be false. 


As opposed to the Latitudinarian systema, the ductriy { 


the Catholic Charch ts sbaplicity jtselt aud is ia ne 
accordayes with the fenching of Holy Writ aad trite 
wellas with the dictates af reason. ft ts livietiy this- 
the ontive dectring of Christ as puropvsead his His Chu: 


he aecopted by overy Cheisttan ander pai of evelusiet ! 


the tora of salvation: ane, consenrentiy, thal fur thse ata 


robitarity die outside tle trite chutatt sedretion és datpussiite 


Tn the wext number of ‘Tre TRusa Beciestas 
Recon, J propase fe reply to the argmucnis with wh 
the Latitnedierrinns atfeuyel to refate this doctrine. yes 


also, brietly review the canseqaaicus which fallaw in te 
woral order froin the prnvtples of Latitudinarian eistiaaity. 


Wil 


NOW AND THEN. 
A REVERIE (N A RAILWAY GARRIAGE. 


66 4 ND Jopson,” T say—at the end of some remarks 
AA. which do not concern the reader-~“ 1 are going to 
the North to-morrow.” 

“Going by an early train?” questions Jobson, with a 
shade of auxiety in his voice, aud an accent upon the 
“early >" for he is one of those confidential servants at an 
old-fashioned hotel who take a fatherly interest in all the 
rogular freqnenters, and so he was naturally auxivus about 
me 

“Ol no,” TC reply, “ten o'clock will be quite early 

enough in September,” 

“Yor are gnite right, sie,” says Jobson, with a gentle, 
relieving sigh, "the day is uot properly aired earlier. Lut 
now-nedays people travel so carly and sa Jate! Times are 
not what they used tea be” 

QO Jubsun, you hive much to answer for; you are 
putting a thought into my mind which will spverd itself 
over several pages: and are supplying me with a text for 
alay sermon, But like Sir Isaac Newtou’s dog, Diamond, 


“working at it with ne light or trivolons mine. 
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of which we used to read in good books, Jobson “know 
not the mischief he had done,” su be gous on,“ f hope yet 
will uot travel all wight.” Fy ‘ 

Teonsole fiin with the assurance that T intend to sleep 
at Ediubrgh, where I suppose | shall beable te get a hark. 

“Porhaps you may,” says he, with a dainbthui shake af 
the head, “a sort. of a bed, which way uut be danip. 

“Why, Jobson, there are large railway hotcls every- 
where now.” 

«Yes, of course,” adds the inconigible old grumbler, 
“raihway hotels, indeed, with hundreds of beds, (hey sity, 
bat nothing jike whit you are acenstomer) tos aid who 
cares or knows anytling about you in sach places, whit 
you want, and how vou dike it?” 

“Cood night, Jobsou,” 1 exclaim, seizing ny eamde- 
atick, and begimming to foar lest | may “pall in resolution 
altogether, stop in London, avd so remain under the 

comfortable but somewhat tyvamnical sway of the faithful 
old waiter. 
' The next morning, before cleven, T find nvyself at the 
“Great Northern station, my Ingeage taken possession of 
_by a railway porter, who has a quiet resolution about lim, 
athat places me at once under his coutrel; | am sent ta 
“gecure my ticket, and there is iy temporary ruler standing 
with the door of the carriage open, and my wrappers 
mancenvred about the seats, to keep out as many fcllow- 
‘travellers as possilde, and var a fitting grataity tor 
_the old soldier. A few morning papere are purchased te 
“protect me im my coming state af siege, to be thrown wp 
against attacks of enemies who way oveupy adjacent 


positions; and with only two fellow-travellers [start for 


the North. 
T bury myself in one of my papers, and glance over it 


ab my companions, The man opposite has lis piper also, 


Vand he is examining it through a pair of spectachs which 
“makes his face look supernaturally sharp and eager, ‘The 
“Mark Lane Eepress, J thiuk it is, and he is evidently 
He catches 
“my eye for a moment, and down T go behind the Zines. 
“Up again LT come, and he is scowling af some market or 


“J! egmotation or something of that kind, wiuch f invariably 


“pass over im newspapers, and at the use of which I had 
vRitherto wondered, but now I see for whom they are 
tended; evidently my opponent is a commercial gentle- 
“Man, not what is commonly called a bagman, but a 
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raging. We do not think the fics modern hag tae 
advintage here, A price niast dou yi tl Tor the great 
working of a catastrophe of the kind we speck of. aul the 
supposition of Magic 1s perhigis the chewy xt brine, Al al 
events the talastruphe of Deruits death is one of ie 
highest order; andoon the whale we do wet Vesttaty ta 
that the Irish romance ig incur eptiion a fue tar werk 
than the tramedy of Ernani, és, ina were a wrk ta Te 
mranberedd anne the grandest couipositions of all ture, 


J. OW 


LATITUDINARIAN CHIRISTIANEPY, 
I. 


Hee proved in the last number of the Recarn that 
Ai thesystem of Latitudinarian Christiantty fs oppused to 
the teaching of Seriptaure and tradition, as well ius ty the 
dictates of common sense, | stated the Cutholte belid 
on the question at issue in the following turms:— * Thiet 
the entire doctrine of Christ as proposed bi fis church must 
bo accepted by every Chistian ander pain of exclusion 
from the ferms of salvation; and, conscquintly, that for 
those who voluntarily dic outside the trace churel sedcutioa 
ts Gapossible.” Ta the present paper PF propose to reply te 
the most popular objectious ordinarily argerl againsé this 
tuachtug, aud shall conelude by directing attention ty the 
consequences which toust inevitably follow in the mora 
order from the principles of the Latitudinarian system, 

(a) * Lhe Catholic doctrine of acedusice safration™ (say the 
Latituclnarians), “ és eatremely trtoterané 3 et Catholivs 
repudiate as a foul celunny the charge of intolerance, which ix 
sometimes, aud, as it would appear, not wrretsomelly, allege 
aginst then,” 

This ix, porhapa, the most popular of Cle niany inl yjests= 
Yous put forward against the Catholie teaching, aril tt is 
ong welt calculated to influence generous, but weilk-ninded 
and if-instencted persons, bevanse, unfortunately, tli: word 
*“intulerance ”? is linked with sone abuses conmitted in 
other days by the Civil Power in the name of religion. 
Lowever, if we study the meaning of the term itself, apart 
from suine lamcuteble associations connected with it, we 
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-‘ghall find that the prejudices which have arisen an this score 


against the Catholic doctrine are utterly groundless. 
To nuderstand this question fully, weenmst. distinguish 
three kinds of intuleranee—-veckesiasti¢al, civil, and) theo- 
Jogical, ‘Phe two first provved trem the will, wut ect 
meu’ persous; the last ig au actof the intellect, wid alone is 
coneerned with man's beltel Me hes 

By recdestastice? intolerance js ment the inflietsan of 
certain spiritual penalties, which Ue church tipascs on 
those who obstinatcly reject any articl: of hee Taith, or 
vialate the ardinanees laid dawn for the wuidaice of hor 
children. These punishments ace designed cillicr to corrent 
the erring, or to remove froin the Cliristiag Feld the: changer 
of contamination, whieh might avise frau fle prosciee 
of an imavorthy metnber, CY this kind, far instore, ts 
excamauui¢ation, by which the church cuts off such un 
worthy members from the body of the Gatlid. That she 
possexses this puwer, and is bound iu Gerth cashes fo oxcr sy 
it, conclusively proved from anany passages of the Now 
‘Tostament ; but eveu were there no puurautes for it in the 
inspired pages, yet would it belong to her in virtne of the 
natural law. For the Chareh, even regurderl trom a nine 
Biman standpoint, is a sceitéy of aietn, banded together, 
hike every other society, tor a commnon end, andl slic is, 
therefore, authorised by aatiral law to admit Into her fold 
those whom she may judge warthy, aud te expel such as 
may violate any of the conditious of the social cantwact of 
menibership.! 

Civil intolerance consistsin the teaporal penalties inflicted 
on heretics, to provent them frum poisommg uthers with 
their porwicions doctrines, da regard to this mutter the 
church has boen grossly cahomsiated by men who have 
perverted history, conforuding ier actions with the pru- 
ceedings of the Civil Powers, Jt would not be a difficult 


tn confirmation of the statcment that this power hulongs to uvery 
society im virtue of the sataral law, ifanay be remarkud that aurtytces 
Of excommunication were pronounced agaings evil-duors aveu ae Jagan 
times, ‘Phas Sophactes (Uidipus ex, 226-252) rupresendis Chalipus aa 


excummunicating the murdirer of Jauius, AC shauhiv passage coeurs in 
Esch ylus (C sphore ZRF Qo and Coescar thous describes tte Forin of 


excommunication aliservedd anioag dhe Drvids is Gad. Si quis aut 
pTivatiis ant publicus coruta clurretin nen ate i sacriticds uitercticunt, 
fase pati apt cas ost Gravissitna. Qutbug ia cat tadevslicbany i ne- 
mero hapiorum vb seelwatornun habentar: dis ommes decediat 5 acbitum 
eotum Rermonemque defugiunt, ne quid ex contingenn iIncommedi 
acipiant ; neque fis petentibua jus redditur, neque hones ullus come 
municatur."* Dy Belly Gallico, lib. vi, ¢, 12. 
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task to show that the Catholic church has never inflicted 
persecution amply for errors in faith, although Catbetie 
governments have sometinies resorted ta such temprral 
prnishments, not indeed, as a general rile, se nach Lerswe 
of the error itself, as because of its consequences to chil 
society. However, it would be qnity toreige to iy purpos 
to cater inte this subject here, as in rhe present camroaversy 
with the Latitucinarians there te absafiteldy ne questi cov 
cerning either ecclesiastical ar civil intalerwice. 

Tore remaius, then, theafegiead titolerance, whieh 
alone concerus us in the prosend paper, aud hy whieh is 
understood that incompatibifity which aay he fond te 
exist between two thealogieal proposifious, such as, fn 
insiance, to assert that the pains of Tell are a eure tempa- 
rary and eternal: that Christ is, aud is net, God. 

Now in the Gatholie church there is a very wale mere 
granted to frocdom of opiiion with regard to thealsyieal 
questions, There are some of these questions on which 
theologians agree as to the couclusion, but differ as to the 
philosophical method ofexplaining them. Tothisclassbelong 
those controversies which coustitute almost the entire body 
of scholastic theology, and regarding which each one is at 


liberty to attach himself to that school which mest com- ! 
mends itself te his judgment. Again, there are other 


questions which are held not to be elearty revealed—concer- 
ing which the sense of the Scriptures is obscure, tradition 
doubtful, and the Church, has not as yet made any aather- 
tative and definite pronouneement. "On all sneh questions, 
likewise, Catholics may differ, and the Church allows them 
the wicest latitude of opinmon.--80 much so, idecd, that 
many a time she has strictly forbidden parties so contending 
to apply te one another the epithet heretic. We grant that 
history does record instunces whore conflicting selioals of 
theolagy have exhibited bitter feclings of intolerauce 
towards each other in questions of this chiss; but it mnst 
be borne in mind that they have done so in open vielation 
of the prohibitions of the Church, and mostly under the 


Influenes of secular statcamen and princes. Lastly, there 
are theological truths which ara dagmas af fuith--which 


the Church holds and teaches to he divinely revealed, and | 


with reqard to these the Church is, and of necessity MUST Bb 
intolerant Eor she cannot allow that it is optional ta sialiuat 
a proposition which contradicts u truth already pro ‘lin ed 
to be divinely revealed. This follows of aoe + fan 


mee : Thee ‘ sessity from 
what logicians call the principle of contradiction: since if 
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a proposition is onee proved to be au article of faith, its 

contradictory proposition must uccessanly be heretical lu 
this sevsc, then, aud in this sense ouly, the Cathohe ehuvels 
is intolerant; but in the same sense every rational aman, ws 
has been already shown? rast be intulerant in support of 
known truths in any department of knowludge whatsoever, 
Fools aud dolts ave the sole patrons of tubcration where 
there is a question of antagutisns between truth arid) felsu- 
hood. 

And bere I would romark that, thaugh Protestants are 
ever ready to fing the charge of intolerance against 
Catholics because of their belick in the ductrine of exclusive 
salvation, this doctrine was preached by all the carly (so- 
called) Reformers, and is explicitly set forth in all the public 
professions of Protestant faith. b might qnote in support 
of this assertion the Helyctic Confussion (ark xvi.) of Pho05 
the Saxon Confession Gurk. ati) of V5at5 the Scottish Cou- 

fession (art. xvii.) of 1560; and several others to the same 
effect. I call, however, content mrgself with appealing to 
the two most respectable non atholic churches uf Eagtand 
aud the United States, as being: bodies tm owhich we are 
ynore deeply interested. ‘The 18th article of the Protustant 
sagen A Church of Great Britain declares that “they 
also are to be acenraed that prosume to Bay, that every mau 
shall be saved by the law or seet he profusseth, so that he 
be diligeut to frame bis life xceording to that kaw.” More- 
over, the Athanasian ereud is still vetained in the Book of 
Common Prayer, although that creed, i tust express and 
uncompromising, tems, cousigns to efermal daunation 
Unitarians, Methodists, aud several other sects in the 
United Kingdom, which are classed uoder the general 
oo of Protestants. Turning to America, wo find 
that in the Profession of Faith published hy the Presby- 
terian Church of the United States in L821, and printed in 
the heading & of the chivch,” (). 125), is formulated in the 
following ferns: “The visible cluweh, which is aleo Catholic 
or wriversal under tte Gospel Qiot contingd to one pation 
as before under the law), consists of all those throughout 
the world, that profuss the tray religion, together with: their 
childyen; and isthe kingdow af their Lord Jesus Cliist, 
the howse and family of God, aut of whirk there ia no ordinary 
posaiiitity of safeution.” it is cvident, then, that wheo 


Philadelphia by Anthony Finley, the secoud arlicke, under 


Linist Ecoestasncat Recorp, April 1880, p. 128. 
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Protestants accuse the Catholle. church of intaleranee in 
regard to the doctrine of exclusive salvation, they not ankle | 
iter moaningless words, ivented to dchide the ignorant | 
and simple-minded, but are thotaselses guilty of the nat | 
i 


elaring Inconsigceney, and reject the express tutchings of 
their own sec : 

(b) Che Cathalie doctriue af eardiestee suelvetion is utterly 
aubruvsinve af all kindly feels amanda woven: por Cuthetios hull 
thutt abl persons will be etermiuedte dase ihe do ued chek walt 
themavlves.” 

Here we have another popubie cadmnny chiatgel by the 
Latitufinarians against this Catbedie charel. We aimot 
expose it more eflvetually than hy destroying Che fonts 
tion on which ifrests, and setting forth fa dhe cfearest terms | 
what the church really dacs, aml does nor, bedieve on this ] 
subject of exclusive sulvation, Tk ts ner ta hylief af | 

b 
i 


Catholics, then, that albiwen will be eternally danunl whe 
do not think with themeolves tao refigiets matter iu 
Catholics do bulieve that these aro ina state of claannation 

. (a) who wilfelly remain ontside thee communion 9% that 
body which they know to be the trug Charch of Chiist: or 
(6) who doubting whether they really are members of the 
true church, to which they believe all men are bound to 
belong, yet wilfully continue in that state af doubt, withoat 
taking due measures to inform theinselves whiel of the 
various Christian cemmuuitics possesses the charictornsne 
notes or marks of the Church of Jesus Chee: 

Now, we may sappase the ease of a man who, heranse 
of his sarly education, life-long asseeiatiens arel deg 
stated prejudices, either docs not. know that there reste 
upon hin a strict obligation of belonging ts soni rine 
Christiaa communion to the exclusion of aH others; or who 
knowing this obligation, yet firmly beltevos lis own 
particular suct to be the true church, so thik a suspicion of 
beiug@ in error nevor crosses his mind--—in the case af such a 
ou, the Cathohe chureh does not Aofd that be is ontside the 
terms of salvation, at least by reason of the futl which he 
professes. The reason is ohvions, Mumbership with the 
Vatholic chtrch is nevossery to salvation evdedy ha virtae af 
a divine precept to that effect. Now, since an tualsuecwn kas 
cannot be obligatory, invincible ignorance will excuse from 
the observance of this precept. For there cau be wo sit 
withont liberty, and there can be no liberty without 
knowledge, since liberty pregepposes deliberation. ‘There. 
fore, Protestants who tee! perfectly secure in their own faith, 
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so that a doubt or suspicion never enters their minds that 
they may possibly be ontside the pate of the fine clurels, 
ave by ne means excluded from the terme of salvatings 
because of thie more material heresy. Thisis thy opinion of 
8, Auguatine,! anid Snare expressly states that itis culersed 
by alF theologians, ant by the Fathers of the Early Church? 
Jt ig further confirmed by th: faet that the Church has 
condemned the 68th proposition ot fiius, whiels assets than 
oe negative infidulity is a sit in those to when Cherst 
has not heen preached,"? For though i thas propesition 
the question more immediately eoaneume mlidels, wel the: 
same doctrine ninet apply to heretics who lnbout mader 
niincible ignorance, stove they are precisely jn the sane 
condition as fay as agsent to error iX woneernun. 
ai Here, perhaps, a Tatitidnaria nary remark that ey 
feanlagy in favour of those whe labour under tavineible 
occa . ae Deel t inasinuch us 1 caret: 
conmsuientty. t ease ah that Muy he Mm this state, aud, 
eka ds wa Cid repared with tuchings ot unkind ices all 
T rt ng to the Catholic cara. 
Sica reply, in the first phive, that f catot 
imuotange ion may ar may hat be da astute: of invincible 
mpiivenioaes? Pek to the truce chareh, nor does the 
fellow-inan ne oe good feelbig and charity with my 
paiiaate a roquire that J should do so, 2 de bat 
by Berintines pone taught hy the Church, and smpported 
Fane is beanie and tradition : the cppleation of thaf 
which Ha Fe ue inbividhials is quite another maths, 
sstrute of i . determines! hy Gad atone, Who reads the 
arts, ‘This may be illustrated by i paralled 


ra : 
eine oe sam qRawvis falsam atque perversan yudla 
Dieistiptionia panorar dofenrluit, presertim, quant neil aneditt day Sadie 
aeceperunt peperevunt, ah a seducs is errorcet fapais paverti tires 
parti euny eae nea eit sollicitudine veer ha cortigi 
S. Angusti li wnecint, reagan sunt inter barebicus deputand. 

Sane Uy. 435, Kulit. Mina, (alias 12). 
att aly satinie erie disp, NEN. surtt. 3} pus thik question — Uren 

» replies , cy Wt vobnssaerty eb 11, peetinaeia rome TET anid 

Toa ast fey, An primes punto [apes artionti ro herak let! aeenypter 
yoluntarie fo gl GUrteee des€ CG uEIT de rabinne favru is 
1p, . 32 oa Aten lure wh amas theotogi, fa. Phos, 2. 2645-4 Vi e 
‘Again. in . 9 ee! religai sehulestat Noa ch partres matey tely «ue. 

ratione te Suarez siyx in Prjmie sist aeeecteates ast } ; 
. Dhegati? resis, li hoe funilamento Loretta Re 
at ‘ . os 
rites Infidelitas pure uegaiiva in his in quibus © 
TreUcatUB, peccatum est Cprol- Ixviit}. 
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case, Every Christian is hound fo believe that a pe 
whe dics in a state of mortal sin is coudemined te Wall fr 
all otornity, But who wikl be rash rueaeh tar cegepede this 
doctrine, and take it upon himmsell ta decide tliat any 
yeorticndar individual has departed teow life tn that stare 
fret of which the Supreme Judge only can he ceunisint | 
Just, then, as the social relatiuns of «1 Christize with fis 
fllow-mian are not disturbed by thas feed of fils hehevnig 
that a vast amuber of then will perish bervaise cf gute 
senterd ain, su neither are the relations of a Cithetic witk 
his BProtcstaut neighbour suspended, theueh Fee nity hoheve 
that uven the majority of those who are outardy the tre 
ehureh, are not excused by invinetbhs tynerance from the 
crim of heresy. ; 
But Janay eo still furtier, and state that (‘ttlnslies 

far from cheushing unkindly or voucharitable foclings 
towards Cheir Protestant fellow-ceuntrynien, Revert conse ty 
think hindlyof thum,pray Hiat Gols Hight auwyone day being 
thom inte the trav fold, ‘und entertain hopes Une, tt feast tL 
those countries, very many of thumare cxensed frei fin: gemilt 
of heresy by reason of invincible ignorance. Surely if there 
is One man in the workl who knows the state of Protostant 
feclinginthe United Kingdom, and whosuay at Hhusume tne 
be taken as a learned and orthodox cxponunt ef the dectnns 
of the Catholic church ona subject wlich cost hintwelf wavy 
years of anxions thought and interior teat), that man is the 
Hlastrious Cardiual Newman. My readers, therefore, will, 
I feet confident, read with pleasnre the following passage 
From eneof the grett Oratorian’s works, i which tie diseases 
the question af ihe extent to whieh invincible igneranee 
way be supposed to prevail in the Anglican cote -— 
“Tsuppose,” writes Cardinal Newnun, “as regards this 
eoudry . We may entertain most reasonable hopes that 
vast nudtitudes are im a state of invincible iguaruice: so 
that those among them who are living a life realty religions 
and conscientious, nay be looked upon with interest and 
even pleasure, though a meunetul ploasnee, tu the unddst of 
the pain whieh a Catholic fuels at their ignorant prefudions 
AMA ESt what he knews to be time, Amongst the unrest 
bitter railurs against the Church in this country, may be 
found those who are infhenced by divine grace, aint ave 
at present. travelling towards heaven, whatever be their 
ultimate destiny. » .. . Nay, while such persons think as 
nt present, they are bonnd to act accordingly, and only sn 
far to connect themselves with us as their conscience 


“A 


~ theit chikdhood that we are the enemics of 


‘lows «Whon persons who have been 
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brought up in 
persuaded trom 
elt (rods ward, are 
iddlstors, pestilent deccivers, and thurefore, ax pests, to be 
avoided, they cannot, while their persuasion fasts, hear us 
Witla safe conscience, and they labour under ivincible 
ignorance, masiuuch as they doubt not that they arc jn a 
goad way.’ 
- ‘Nor does it suffice, in order to throw them out of tis 
imesponeible state, and to make them guilty of their 
ignorance, that there arc meuns actually in their power ot 
getting ndofit. Kor instance, say they have no conseien- 
tous feeling against frequenting Cathohe chapela, con- 
yersing with Catholics, oy reading their hooks: and say 
they sre thrown into the neighheurhood of the one or the 
compauy of the other, and do not avail themselves of their 
opportunities ; ati! these persons do nat became responsible 
for their present ignorance HL ench time as they actually fect 
it, tilka doubt crosags thom on the stbjcet, and the thought, 
" edmés-upon them that inquivy is a duty. And thus 
. Pivtestants may be living m the midat of Catholic ight, 
"aid labouring under the densest and most stupid projadices, 
: aud yet we may be able to view them with hope, though 
. with doxiety, with the hope that the question has never 
~oedurred to them, rtrange aa it may seem, whether we are 
“tet right and they wrong. Nay, 1 will say somethings 
“farther etill; they may be so eircumatanced that it is quite 
- certain, that in conrse of time, this iguurance will be removed, 
and doubt will be snegestad to tham, and the necessity of 
. inquiry consequently imposed, and according to our best 
“ndginent, falhble of course as it is, we may he quite certain 
tov, that, when that time comuos, they will refuse to enquire, 
~ and will quench the doubt; yet should it so happen that 
‘they saré cut off by death before that time has arvived, 
(Lani patting an hypothetical cuse) we may have as meh 
~~ hope of their salvation as if we had had no sach forchoding 
“about them on our winds ; for there is nothing to show that 
they were not take away on purpose, in order that their 
» ‘ignorance might be their exeuse.”? ; 
{ =): Bor the rest, that. the Catholic Church, whilst. v3 gorously 
‘adhering to the doctrine of exclusive anivation, commands 
~ ‘the membors of her gomiunion, not only to live in poctal 


“A. Busembaum, vol 4. p. O4, : 
® Lectures an the Difficulties of Anglicans, p. 309, seq, (Burns and 


), 4th ed. 
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heresy,’ eays a Catholic theologian, ‘are 
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harmony with those who profess a dilferent faith, bist even 
to love and serve them, is conclusively proved frum the 
words of the very catuchisms which she places in the bars 
of her Hetle ones, Fur when juipressingg an then the 
observance of fhe Second great Comminclrenat of the New 
Law-—thou shult love iby neighbenr ax thysctf”—ste 
takes care to instruct thin that by the words sthy 
neighbour” they are to understand © mauilind oF every 
description, even thuse whe injiare us, 07 deffer fren ue an 
religion? } 

(e) * But,” says the Latitudinarian, * dhe Cathaliv duetrite 
of exclusive suleution is cruel wa the extrene-- gpitite irrecei- 
Cékedle with Ger ideas of the mercy ane spauidness ap fod, ; 

To this objection, so soothing to our sefi-tave. | weld 
reply in the first place, that the Louitadinariarns srck te exalt 
(iod'’s merey at the expense of [fis trith. Cod possuises 
aul perfuctions equally in we infinite degree, iuul Us is Ne 
only infinitely merciful, but is alse cssential trath, New, it 
has been alvetdy shown that the systia of the Latitadina 
riaus implies the assertion that God is equally indifferent te 
truth nad falsehoud. Therefore, the pitrens of this eyeren, 
whilu seemingly jealous of Gods attetbute of inercy, would 
blasphemousty deny to him the attribute of essential trate 

Furthermore, if this plea put forward by the Latitadi- 
nariaus were valid, it would destroy % éoty the dovtrind ot 
future punishment, and the word [ell must be expanged 
froin the veoubulary of Chrisiiaits. Bar we are na dese 
obliged to believe every truth which God has revealed, than 
to perform what He has commanded aud to avoid what lias 
deur forbidden by Hi: since, asst. Paal torclies, * without 
faith it is impossible to please God” (Heb. xi, 6) At 
therefore, it be alleged as erucl on God's part to panish 
criminal heresy with eternal damnation, how, we ask, wil 
it not be equally eruel to consign to fature punishment 
those who crininally violate the commanchucnts of God? 
Nay, of the two, the latter must appear by fur tnore ernel, 
inasmuch as car corrupt nature feels a stroug propensity 
gowards nets which are forbidden tu the tojlewers of Cliist 
titer pain. oF oternal exclusion from the kiagcfom of hoaven 
If, therefore, the Lantudimarians would aepypusny Golststunt. 
thoy uiust either aciuut that there is nothing repugnant to 
God's murey in the Catholic doutrine of exclusive salvation, 
or they must deny altogether the existence of a future state 


‘ Butler's Catechism, Leagon xix, 
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of pnnishtnent, and proclaim that Cod is alike indifferent 
whether men receive His doctrines or obey Tis communds. 

Nay, Iwill go atill farther, and say that this misunder- 

atood and selfish notion of the nuerey of God, which the 
Latitadivarian Christians pnt forward in opposition ta the 
Catholic doctrine of uxclnsive salvation, might be retorted 
by an Atheist as an argmment to overthraw bebet iw the 
very existence of God. For the Atheist may ask the 
Latitudinarian, how can you veconcile thu cxisience of 
moral and physical evil in this world with your inua of an 
infinitely good and merciful Crcator? Tt woul be quite 
foreign to the purpose of this paper tu cater into such a 
question; bat cnongh, 1 trust, law been suit to shaw that 
the objection of the Latitadimarians drawn from the 
roodness and merey of Gad, would, if valid against the 
Catholic teaching of exclusive salvation, prove cynally vatid 
in overthrowing all revealed and natural reh gion, 

(d) * Atall events, this doutrine of exclusive salvation, even 
though we may believe it, is one tu he kept in the backgroud as 
much us possible ; for tt is dirently apposed to the sparit of the 
times, and grates harshly on the ears uf aur fellow-men whe are 
outside the pale af the Charch.” 

This objection comus from the Cuthotie patrous of 
Latitudinananism—silly, empty-headed, hatt-educatcd men 
and women, whose vanity prompts them to seck the 
applause and esteem of the fashionable world, but whose 
weakness and ignorance draw dowo upot them instead, 
its ridicnle and well-mertted comterupt. Vhuse are the 
ereaturea who, chuging to the skirts of Protustants, will be 
ashamed to make the sign of the cross when lug in. 
public, affect to make light of the laws regarding fast und 
abstinence, think that the Pope is auch hetter aif without 
his temporal sovercignty, and declare © United Ttaly? vw be 
a political necessity of the times; who dcarly love the idea 
of a matrimonial alhance with a Protestant family, send 

their ebildren to Protestart sehools te cultivate the valuable 

acquaintanee of Lord VFitznoodlys sone, or tts Hors. iigses 

Flirtawiy, speak. shghtinely of their parish priest, das tgs 
—unfavoorable coutrasts belweun hin aud the clogawé anced 
accomplished Anglican reetor-—-the Rev. Jlorctio Croquet 
Smalltatk--in a word, who so domeun themselves as dough 
they cousidered it the greatest misturtune of thei lives to 
have been horn members of the one true church. ; 

Now, we are very far from thinking that Catholica 
_'ghould be ever needlessly parading their faith, and offen 
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sively obtrading it upon their non-Catholic neighbamr, 

Such a course would gerve only tu afenate thent mare and 

more from the Church, and bring her sbivine cloctrimes situ 

disestecm and hatred. Bat there ere times aud cirenme 

stances when every Catholic must boldly aust dneyivacaliy 

nrake manifest the faith that ts in hin; whet aay pandering 

to the world’s errongaus notions, any weak aud sain 

endeavour to efeet a somuprepiise betvyrete thei tet the 

tenets and practices of the Claurch, is in itselP a spartes af 
Apostucy. ‘The words of the Hedcenmer upon tis poimt are 
explicit: and emphatie: « Whosueyur says Chiist, * shah 
deny me before mon, Twill aleo deny him before my Father 
who isin lleaven ”? (Matt. x., 338). Anil St. Patil dechires 
that.“ with the hourf we believe wade justier. but with the 
mouth confession ig made mnto salvation" @ituaans x,, Let, 
Whoever, then, hes Catholie truth assaifad, or sces 
Catholic interests iniperilled, is bound both by bisduty to God 
and to his aeiglbonr to come forwarct boldly in: defence at 
both, as far as it lies in his power to de sp. For haw can 
that man be gail to love God, who pativetly Visteus tu 
blasphunies against. His revealed trntlis, anil to ingtelts 
directed against His apouse—the Chareh ¢ And how un 
he be said to love his neighbour, who, when a favourable 
opportunity offers, shrinks through timidity or pour hamaa 
respect from: the endeavour tn win hirn back from error 
and place him within the one true fold, wherein alone 
aalvatiou can be found ? 

* But the spirit of the times da against this course, says thi 
menn-souled, shuffing Catholic. Aud watt of that ? baste 
in reply. Bhd the apusties, the ductors, the fathers ot the 
church, Lear witness to her doctrines “with ‘hated breath: 
and whisp’ring homlieness,” i order to be in hanaony 
with the spirit of éheiv times? Bid the countless martyrs 
who shed their blood for Christ rather dhan sacrifice auieta 
of His dovtrine, accommodate themselves to the spit of 
the thes in which they ved? Why, if such a priueiple 
had been univers adopted in ages past, Christianity 
watld not have survived the apostles; for never vet was 
there a creed so thoroughly at variance ‘ 
the age tn which it sprung inte existenes. The spirit of the 
times, Indeed! What! if the spirit of the times be evil, are 
we to hold yur peace, ind allow it to puri its trimaphant 
course Without opposition? Tf we look outside the damain 
of retigion, we shall find that never yet was there a ereut 
reforiu won, whose advocates had wot at first to do violent 


with the spirit a 
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hate with the spirit of the times. There js not an carnest 
#orkerin the political world whose work is not, in a great 
“measure, a life-long strnggle against the spirit of Avs thnce. 
_ We may illustrate this by a refercnee to the great electoral 
contest which is just now drawing to a close in these 
countries, We need acarecly remind our readers that the 
gpint of. the times iu Great Britain in 1474 was very 
decidedly Conservative, Did Mr. Gladstone and his 
amcciates rest satiafied with this condition of affairs, lest 
they might offend the tender susceptibilinies of the Tories ? 
By. no means: they employed cvery agency at their 
commagd to correct and reform the spmt of the times. In 
domg so, they did uot shrink fron cocounterng poblic 
odium, aud on some occasions even public violence 5 atid, 
aa the result of dhoir energy, carnestiess, and perseverance, 
~ they'aee the apinit of 1874 wtterly undone in 1880, aud 4 
‘new spirit prepared to guide the destinies of the British 
Empire. 
"Why, then, shoutd we hear this senseleas babblement 


: about accommodating ourselves to the spirit of the times, 


~ when the holiest interests of religion and God's Charch are 


: gtetake? The spirit of the times is never wholly gourd; it 


‘imoetly evil. The spirit of this nineteeuth century above 
all others is pre-eminently materialistic ; and the Catholic 
ho seeks te fashion his opinions or his life by jts teachings, 


"night ag well pasa over openly te the Latitudivarian camp, 


t he is no longer a Catholic save in name, 

il. Let ua, next, brieiy glance at the consequences which 

vist folloy in the moral order from the principles of 

Latitadinarian Christianity. And, first of all, what ts the 
teof conduct which the Latitadinarians set ap for 

themeclves? As in rnatters of faith, so in questions 


_ affecting the ordering of their lives, they profess to be 


- guided solely by the teachings of the New ‘Testament, 
: interpreted according to each one’s private judgment. We 


_ ¢ have already seen this principle put forward in an extract, 
" : from the will of Charles Dicken with which we headed 
Lour first paper an this subject? It is stated still more 
rexplicitly, if possible, in a letter addresecd by the sume 
eh distingns}ied writer, at an carlier period, ta one of his sons, 


: which may be read in the callection of his letters edited 
Within the present year by his sister-in-law and eldest 
daughter, aud published by Chapman und Hall, London. 


© See Tntsa EcouugiasticaL Recorp, April 1880, p. 121. 
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« You know,” writes Dickens, “ that you have never been 
hampered with religions forms of restraint, and that with 
mere mmeaning forms Ihave no svimputly. Bat [msi 
strongly and affectionately impress upon you the priceless 
valne of the New ‘Pestament, and the study of that bucks 
the one uutfailing guide in Site. Deeply respeetieg it, and 
bowmg dows before the character of our Savicuy, as 
rated froul the vain constructions and inventions of auc, 
you cannot go very wrong, iid will alwys preserve ut 
heart a trne spirit of veneration and btnnaility.” 
Tt is staply incomprehensible how any man funiar 
with the histury of the past, could assert that whorserer 
shapes his couduet by the teaching of the New ‘Testament, 
aa interpreted by his private judmaent, Soeannot go very wrong.” 
Why, the most revolting doctrines that have ever shocked 
Christian sentiacat, the most atrocious cries that fue ever 
disgraced the world, have been justitied by mou wlio cited 
texts from the pages of the New Testamust for dias purpese. 
The Father of Latitudinarianism, Luther, gonght to undsa- 
mine the foundation of all morality, by teaching that good 
works are uscless, and that for the true belisver in Christ 
there no longer exists a Decalogne!; that we shall uot here- 
atter have ta render an account of the actionsdone durmy our 
lifetime? ; that God Himself is the author of sin*; and that 
the more profligate is x» man’s Hfe, the more secure does be 
inake hia salvation’, Similar doctrines were taught by 
the other early Reformers, whose words tha reader may 
find quoted in Mochler’s “ Syinbolism.” Such tewelung net 
with ready acceptance among thonsands: the eloetrine af 
private interpretation was scon reduced to practice; and, 


ite 


1“Swanma ars ct sapientia Christiana cat nescire legcm, ignorare 
opera et totam jastitiam votivam: sola Ades justificat, ct nou tides quar 
gilectionem tuelndit. Sola fides nevessaria est ut justi sinas, cetera 
omnia Hbera, aeque precepta wuplius neque prohibita.” Luther priv. ad 
cap. 2, in Kp. ad Galatas. 

7 Si Christus specie irati jadicis aut legislatovis apparverit, qui 
exigit rationom transact: vitee, corto aciamus cum JSitriasnrn esse diseliolunt, 
nan Christan. Comm. ad Galatas, fol. 294 (Ed. Witembary ). 

$6 Nam et mala opera in impiis Deus aperaiar.” 

4© Qui anxic Inborant in operibus faciunt gibi magnon neyotinm, 
enre chin tevoctrl ad gratiam poasunt; animus autem et cCouscientia 
dum parat opera, ihi} altud facit quatn ut se ad diffidendum Dona exerevat, 
ef quo magis Jaborateo famiorem habitum gignit ad diffidendum Devo et 
fidendum propriis operihus. — Hoe numaqnam facit scortum aliquod 
Qui enim in apertis flagriia vivit, habet animum semper de pecouiti 
saucium. Neque uila mesita act bona opera babet quibus niti posait, 
Pacilius autem satuatur quam sanctus aliquis.” ‘Lom, If. oper. latin. 
fol. 353. (Ed. denm.} 


~entitled to rank as a saint in the Latitudinarian cal 
‘Surely, this is reducing the ‘Ton Commandimonts within very 
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some aix years after Luther had commenced to preach his 
new Evangel, the Anabaptists arose in Germany, to over- 
throw the altar and the throne, Under the leaderstip of 
Munver, Storck, John of Leyden, aud others of Tess uote, 
they plunged into every excess, and spread devastation 
over the fairest portions of their fathiataand while human 
blood deluged Westphalia, Saxony, Pomeranin, Bavaria, 
Alsace, Lorraine, and a portion of Swiizerluidt. Ata later 
period we find Cromwell and the Puritans is hugland over- 
fuming the throne, placing the head of their sovercign on 
the bloek, and “bound toxether ly this sneramont of bbaad.” 
ag Macanlay expresses it, oxucuting in every part of the 
United Kingdom deeda of horvar, which they gtavied tu, 
and justified by Hberal quotations from Sacred Writ, At 
the prosent ckty the Divorce Court, sanctioned in Sible- 
loving Ragland, is a most fruitful source of noimorality 
while the greatest plaguc-spot on the Anierican Confincat 
is Mormonian, whose adherents profess to be gtuded hy the 
teachings of the New Testament asinterpreted by thanselves, 
We might multiply such instaices to alinost any extent, 
but.the little that we huve written is abundantly sutticiont 
to show that those who set up the New ‘Tostunuit, iater- 
proted: by: each one’s private jndoment, as the guide of their 
moral conduct, may “ gu very wrong” indeed, and plunge 
into every crime of which miman malice is capable. Nor 
will this appear at all strange, if we reflect that mia in his 
fallen slate feels a very strong propensity to ovil, fence, 
if his own judgment is ta be his sole guide in interpreting 
thelaw of Jeans Christ, fis self-love will lead tina to tone 
down thoga passages which tend to exercise a restraining 
influetve over his passions, whereas he will interpret in the 
widest.and most liberal manner possible those texts which 
teem to favour humid Jsberty. A single glance at the 
standard of morality estabtished by Latitudinarianigin in 
moderna saciety will convince ns of the truth of this remark. 
What; really, is the highest mornl standard to which a 
Christian ia bound to aspire in the ton-Catholic world at 
the present day? It is comprised iu this shor. formula— 
& Bean Honest Man? Vo et injure your neighboar in his 
roperty or character; pay twonty shiiliags ino the ponnd ; 
ie oval to the throne and eonstituticn of your conntey 5 
discharge your duties touerds society, and therehy you are 
a te tan calendar. 


marrow jixnits, In the first place, it puts no restraint upon 
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aimut’s foughts. With this standard ser up befire him, one 
mniy Indulge as much as he pleases in sceret thaughts and 
desires of lust, anger, revengy, pridy, and covetuisiess, aed 
sill be “an hienest mans" fer tliese thuiehis and de 
ue matter how odious te God, eannut) possiidy injure 
soniety 80 long as they rewiain cerdined to one's writ heart 
amd are not carricd tuto execution, fi the ext plies, this 
code deayus ont of steht aiun's difies towards (tad: 2 
hapesva on hit no olligntion of private prayer, or evi of 
publie worship. Aduausnay hve a practical Athclst, and vet 
fulftl all the requirements of the moral evde ot) Latiti 
dinariunism. There are millions of seh mein ty warlil 
now-a-days, Who are returned in the ecrsas es helongag ty 
some partioular scet, yet who never, fram year ta vear 
breathe a single prayer to God either in private er in public, 
and all the while arc held ia high extequ by their Latitu- 
Wart brethren as “upright, good, howest mun” who are 
certain at death to be sununoncd from fheir counting- 
house or the Stock Exchange to OUCHpPY MO WLC place i 
the kingdom of Heaven, Again, the Liditadinarian systein 
of muraity makes no account whatever of tho eaxnsets so 
solamnly inculeated a the Gospel; if it condescends to 
notice * the Sermon on the Mount,” it is to consider if as 
something rather degrading to the manliness of our ncture, 
and unsuited to the Spirit of the times. Above all, the 
cultivation of the virtuc ofpurity ty potariously regarded as 
an wnposstbidity by those whom the Latitudinarians would 
style * aed, hee mien.” 

That this estimate of the moral tone prevailing ider 
the Latituclinarian system is not uxagreratce, mijrcht. qavally 
be pra ved by appea ling Lo xourees of jndisputeble authority 
tor evidence of the eondition of moral heline among Wane 
Catholic communions Tu do so, however, would uinluly 
extend the limits of this paper; but I eannot refrain fom 
referring the reader who aay be curious on this point, te 
the Lily and Correspoudence of Phomas Arnold, 2.1.," 
pablishul by the present Dean of Westminster, [ore he 
will find that in the universities and publie schools of 
Evglaind—iustitutions avasded of solely by the most ene 
lightened clisses, and nominally conducted under religious 
coutrol.-—rice is prevalent in its raost appalling forms; while 
the only virtue rigidly enforced is “ mantiness” of Character 
~—that virtue “ par excclicuce ” of the ofd Pagan Romans. 
Nor can { amit quoting to the Kame purpose the following 
siiking passage from the pen of Cardinal Newman. “'lhere 
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have been Protestants whose idea of enlightened Chris- 
-Hanity hasbcen a strenuous antago \ism to whatthey consider 


thé unmianlines’ and uoreasonabloness of Catholic morality, 
au antipathy to the precepts of pationca, meekness, for evo 
neés of injurios, aud chastity. Al this they have cons) drcd 
a woman's religion, the arnanent of mouks, of the sick, the 
feeble, and the old. Lust, revenge, ambition, conrage, 
pride—these they have fapeied wake the man, and want of 
them the slave. No one could fairly acense sach men of 
‘any great change of their convictions, if they were one day 
fowid-to have takon up the profession of Iskun.”! 
- Be long, then, as every inan is potimiticd to shape his 
wh i from the pages of the Now Testament, he 
toust infallibdy fall back upon purely natered religiou ; he 
van-searce expect to be better than, if even quite su good 
ag, that model old Pagan, Gato the Censor. And if the 
moral. code of Christianity ig fo be brought dawn to the 
level of pure naturalisin, what, we ask, has been the usc of 
revelation? To what purpose did Christ como upon carth 
“and founda Charch, if He furnished men with uo more cer- 
"tain helps towardsthe ordering of their ives than human rea- 
"- ancould have supplied ? Nay, further still, why did Ile take 
“Mis departare from earth without having left His followers 
y definite moret code whatsonver ? since, practically, the hypo- 
“tens of the Latitudinarians amounts to this, For if it be 
“permitted to men to interpret Llis words as they please, 
“what the men of one age or country may judge virtuous, 
the-mey of another age and another country may pronanuce 
deadly tin. Precepts that may be judged suitable to the 
temperament of the people of one climate, taay be thought 


| too difienlt of observance by the dwellers in another zone ; 


and thus the Christian standard of morality will have no 
objective. reality, but with depend for if8 existonee om the 
_whitieand passions of inclividuals, and the varying acci- 

_ “dental circumstances of Hfe. 

i. 0 Such. isthe moral cade of Latinidinarianiain; 4 has buat 
‘one comntmandmient-— Fe honest, be just and benenvleat to 
__ dour fello-men.” Voltaire epitomised this cade a century 
\ age ma single well-known tine s— 

, : Quon soit juste, i} suflit, le reste cat arbitrairc. 

38 BULL more pointedly set: forth by a recnnt writer mw the 
ineteenth Century, with whose words T shall close this 
Paper =—" Morality is the art of making lite and its liberties 


- 16 Grammar of Assent,” p. 241. 
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and gladuesses more complete, Mere and there there exists 
a lot whieh is, and to its end msi rematu, withour plecsns, 
comfort, or hope. Sneh terrible cases it is one ead of virtue 
to canse to cease from among us. Let all that perpetuatss 
their supply be called vice, or sin, anc cease.) 

From what has been writien we may deduce the three 
following canchustaus :~(e) that the true clactrines of Chris 
tianity cannot be ascertained with eertaiity otherwise than 
from the Chureh of Christ, which Ve has voustitited His 
representative upon earth, and sole infallible griike of yes 
iu uatters appertaining to fatth and quorals ; (4) that these 
who know themselves to be outside the pate of the tray 
Chareh, or whe cutertain duabts on the sabiject, are board 
to seek adimission infa her folal under pada of exckision fram 
the terms af salvation; (¢} that Catholtes, whe believe that 
they cajoy the privilege of membership with the aby trae 
Chivch of Christ, are bound to distur to her voice with chibi. 
like doailtty, and tu cherish her practices wifdi tle mast 
exact Adelity, if they would avord the danger of heing 
ingsunsibly bat effectually drawn Into the mages of 
Latitudinarian Christianity, and so, ultimately, ato utter 
infitelity, 

WEL 


A QUESTION REGARDING THE WAIT ALURY, 


HE question has frequently been raised, whether in the 

the Hail Mary we should say “our Lord is with thoe,” 
or, “the Lord is with thee.” ake I betieve, whether 
among the laity or among the clergy, is by no micans 
uniform, Ungqnrestionably both forma of expression are 
to be found in authorized prayer books. And imore- 
over—strange as the statement Huby SOG 10 thrive 
who may have been accustomed to regard the English 
tranglation of the Bille ia ordinary nse amoung the Ctho- 
lies of these countries, as the Douay or Rhemish ver- 
sion--ater ordinary English trauelation agrees wiih the 
Protestant Authorized” version in translating: the words of 
the Archangel's salutation, “the Lord is with thee,” while 
the Douay version has the other form, “ our Lord is with thoes.” 


1See The Nineteenth Century. December, 1879, p. 1019. 
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Without undertaking to pronounce with confidence as 


to the incorrectness of either usage, L will set forth seine 
ints of intercst that may help in the sulution of the question, 


‘| Cardinal Wiseman has the following interesting re- 


ference to it in iis essay on Catholic v exsious of Seripture.? 
Expressing his disapproval of the genoral character of the 


atetations made in the Douay version by Dr. Challoner, 
whois thus to so large an extent the author of the trans 
Hon ‘now. in use among Catholics, the Cardinal wrote i— 


“To call it any longer the Donay or Rhemish Version 8 a 
abase of terms, It has been alterud ard moditiod Ml scarcely 
any Yerée remains ag it was originally pulitished; and so far is 
amplicity sod encrgy of style are comeerned, Vie changes are in 
general for the worsa For, though Jr. Ghatlonur did well to alter 
wiany too decided Latinisins which the old transiitors fad retained," 
he weakened the language considerably by destroying inversion, 
where i$ wag congenial, at once, to the genius of our lanzuaye, 
and to the construction of the original? and by the insertion of 
partiles.where they were by no means necessary.) Any chapter 
-of the New 'festamont will substantiate this remark. vee 


“ \ Dublin Review. April, 1837. ‘The Fasay is reprinted in the col- 
lected Easayd of bis Eminence. Voli, pp. W8-HW. London, lhe, 
“fit may be interceting to add an exumple of this. “The text, 
“Beneficentise auten et communionis nalite obliviset: talibus enim 
‘hostiis ‘promeretur Deus” (Heb. xiii, 14) stunds as follows in the 
‘Rhemish version -—" And heneticenne and camimunication do not forget 4 

forwith tach hosts Godis promerited.” 

“Dr. Challoner altered the text thas: And do vot furget to do 
good and to impart; for by such sacrifices Gou’s favouris obtaine.” 
~ Fhe Baglish “ Authorized” versiau iss “But te do good aad ta 
ommmnicate forget not, for with such sacrifices (kod is well pleased.” 
_:, +The position of the words “ fayget nut? in the toxt just quoted, 
furnished a striking illustration of Carilinal Wiseman's remark, 

. . *Tt may be well to set down herethe judgment of an cminent living 
* -setholit, which, after all, perhaps, ia not cutirely at varianve with the 

~. View taken from anather atandpoint by Cardinal Wiseman, * d have 

~ hed:-aaye F. Coleridge, in bis > Lite of our Lite’ (vol. i. profane, yn 4), 

“though uot without a very fow verbal alierations where the mieasing 

.. of the original has evidently been missed, the Rhchus trmstarion of the 
' New Testainent which is familiar to Caucholic renders, ‘That trauslition 
y ~~ haa often been deerted, bat J au. peeseuderd Hat itis as beritifal awl os 
| (oy @eeurate us any thet eaists. 1 hue usickit in its present slate as 1b is 
| 


-dovad th the Catholic Bibles wn eominon use.” 

“ €Somewhat farther an in his Essay, Cardinal Wisemin reanarks 

that “ithad been well if De. Challoner's alterations had given stability 

to thé text, and farmed a standard to which sulmequent editors bad 

tontormed. But far from this being the case, new and often important 

moditcatians have been made in every edition which hus followed, till at 
agth many may appear rather new versions than revisions of phe old." 


